for each month of the year, was least in September, being 48; and greatest in February, being 124. In the whole Institution, the smallest number of patients on a single day throughout the year was 201, on the 26th August. The greatest was 374, on the 9th February. The daily average number, as calculated for each month of the year, was least in August, when it was 225; and greatest in February, when it was 344.
The applicants for medical relief at the dispensary have amounted to 6766. This department is free to all who apply, when their circumstances do not enable them to obtain medical assistance for themselves, and many whose cases present symptoms of urgency or danger are at once admitted into the house. Hence it appears that the total number of patients who have received medical aid in the hospital during the year has been 10, 840 .
It has been a matter of thankfulness to the managers, that a great and decided decrease in the number of fever patients has occurred during the past year. The total number of cases has been little more than one-half of the number of last year, and about two-thirds of the number in the two preceding years.
Typhus cannot be said at any time to have appeared in an epidemic form. The presence of a greater and more appalling epidemic?cholera?following after the brief interval of four years, that of 1849, has completely overshadowed the more common and less terrible disease.
It will be recollected that, in last year's report, it was mentioned that the managers had made preparation, in the event of an outbreak of cholera, for the admission of a limited number of patients. It was expected, however, that the parochial authorities would make such preparations that no great pressure would be made upon the accommodation of the hospital for the reception of ordinary cases. The rapidity with which the fatal symptoms of the disease attacked its victims, precluded the possibility of many being sent to an hospital. Besides, preparations were made for a greater number of patients being promptly attended and treated in their own houses than on former occasions, and more accommodation was prepared by the parochial authorities of the city than was occupied at any period of the epidemic. A limited number of cases were received in the Infirmary. Exposed to the same epidemic influence as the rest of the city, not more than two or three cases occurred among the patients in the hospital. Application was made to the managers to receive patients from a country district, but was refused on the principle that the carriage of patients for a distance of some miles would most probably prove injurious, if not fatal. Recently, cholera having in a great measure disappeared from the city, the parochial authorities applied to the managers of the Infirmary to receive any cases that might occur, in order that they might close the cholera hospital, and apply it to other useful purposes. This proposition was at once acceded to, and the managers undertook to receive any cases that might present themselves. In so far as this may be a proof that cholera has left the city, the managers rejoice that no case has been brought to the Infirmary since the arrangement was entered into to receive such as might occur. In so far as fever is concerned, the managers find that towards the end of Angust last it fell to its lowest ebb?there being only 36 patients in the house at that time. This was a gradual decrease from 137 at the beginning of the year.
Since August they find that it has been gradually on the increase towards the end of the year, till it has reached the number of 94. This is in accordance with the observation, that in the absence of an epidemic, fever decreases with the mildness of the season, and increases with its severity.
In the ordinary Medical and Surgical wards, there has been a greater number of patients than there were last year. It is to be expected that this department of the hospital, which is intended to meet the ordinary wants of the labouring class of the community, would be gradually on the increase with the increase of the population. As might be expected in a community such as this, the number of accidents has been great. To Although it appears that during the last twelve months, the infantile deaths, when compared with the whole deaths, are much less than they have been since 1848, it must be remembered that this does not arise from any actual decrease of deaths among the young, but because there has been a most extraordinary increase in the deaths of adults?the result of the existence of Asiatic cholera.
When the average amount of infantile deaths occurring during the last seven years, which appears to be 5,535, is measured by the amount of the population under five years of age, which was ascertained by the census of 1851 to exist in Glasgow, forming the mean of those years, and which was 44,834, it will be found that the annual amount of infantile deaths in this city to the population under five years is as 1 to 8*10; the proportion of infantile deaths to the whole deaths during the same period being 44*56 per cent.
As Dr. Gray read a paper on Tetanus, illustrated by references to three cases which had come under his notice. In the first of these, the patient bad received a slight injury of the leg from a whip, followed, on the ninth day, by the first symptoms of tetanus, and terminating fatally seven days subsequently. The treatment consisted in the administration of tobacco enemata, the exhibition of indian hemp, &c. &c. The second case originated from a wound of the thigh, with bruises of body, hands, and face, and fracture of ribs. Pleuro-pneumonia supervened.
The patient died five days after accession of tetanic spasms. Belladonna, tobacco enemata, and counter-irritation to spine, were the remedies employed. In the third case, tetanic symptoms followed a compound comminuted fracture of last phalanx of index finger of left hand. Amputation was resorted to on the third day after the accession of the spasms. Many remedies were tried without effect, and chloroform given to a large extent. The case terminated fatally.
The urine passed on the two days preceding death was of a dark-brown colour, of high specific gravity; it had a fleshy odour, and contained the chlorides, sulphates, and phosphates in great abundance, also crystals of cystine and kreatinine.
The body was examined after death. The median nerve was healthy.
The muscles had a dark lake colour.
The spinal cord at the origin of the brachial plexus was gorged with blood and surrounded with coagulated lymph, and within the membranes of the cord there were three ounces of fluid. The specific gravity of the various portions of the nervous system, taken fourteen days after its removal (during which time it was kept in spirits), was as follows: The number of women who received the benefit of this charity was 867. 0 these, 427 were delivered in hospital, and 440 at their own houses. Ten deaths occurred at the hospital, and seven amongst the out-door cases. The number of children born in hospital alive was 413: of these, 233 were boys, and 180 girls. The still-born at full time were 14, viz., 6 males and 8 females; and the premature still-born were 4 boys and 6 girls. There were ten twin births. Tho total number of children, therefore, born in the hospital, amounted to 437. The number of children born at their mothers' houses, and who did well, was 405; of whom 206 were boys and 199 girls. The still-born at the full period amounted to 22, viz., 13 boys and 9 girls. The premature still-born were 13 males and 6 females. The twin cases were 6 in number. The whole of the children, therefore, born out of the hospital, was 446, which, being added to 437, gives a total of 883.
The preternatural and operative cases in hospital amounted to "23. The breech presentations at the full time were 7?2 boys and 5 girls, 2 of which were dead; and 2 premature, both boys, alive. The footling cases at the full time were 2, both females, alive, one of which was accompanied with prolapse of the cord.
There were 3 cases of head and cord presentation at the full time, all of which were males, 2 of them being still-born. There was 1 case of arm presentation, requiring turning; the child (a malo) was still-born, and at the full time. Craniotomy was performed in one case. The woman died. The forceps were had recourse to in 4 cases, of which 2 children were still-born, and 2 were Salved. They were all boys. There was 1 case of puerperal convulsions, the child (a boy) being alive, which, with the mother, did well. There were 2 cases in which manual extraction of the placenta was rendered necessary, in consequence of morbid adhesion.
In the above cases all the mothers recovered, with three exceptions.
The preternatural and operative cases out of hospital amounted to 38. Of these, 4 were breech cases, the children, with one exception, being born alive. There were 5 footling cases?3 of the children were still-born, and 2 alive. The cord presented in one case along with the breech, in another with the abdomen, and in a third with the head. Turning was had recourse to in the two latter cases.
One mother died, and both children were lost. The arm presented in 3 cases, in all of which delivery was effected by turning; all the mothers did well, and two of the children were saved. There were two shoulder cases, in which turning was had recourse to; both the mothers did well, and the children were both dead.
There was one case of complete placental presentation, in which the plan advocated by Dr. Simpson was had recourse to, viz., separation and extraction of the placenta before the child. On the removal of the placenta, the arm was found to present, and delivery was effected by turning. The mother, prior to operative interference, had lost an immense quantity of blood, was pale, collapsed, and nearly pulseless, and only survived one hour after delivery. The child was dead. The forceps were applied in 7 cases; 2 of the mothers died, and 5 of the children were saved. Puerperal convulsions occurred in 3 cases; 1 of the mothers died, and 2 of the children were stillborn.
There were 2 cases of hour-glass contraction, and 5 cases in which the cord was coiled once or more times around the child's neck at birth.
In the foregoing cases all the mothers did well, with four exceptions.
The following particulars connected with these cases are also worthy of record:?Average duration of labour in hospital, 7 J. W., aged 12, was admitted with compound dislocation of the knee-joint; and it having been determined that amputation was necessary, the operation was performed on the 20th Jan., and he had a speedy and favourable recovery. R. P., aged 34, was admitted with strumous disease of the knee-joint. There being no other chance of saving the patient's life, the leg was removed. There was little disturbance of the system in consequence of the operation, and no untoward symptom occurred to retard his recovery.
2. At the Ankle-Joint.?There were two cases, both the result of strumous disease, and both successful. J. M'A., aged 16, was admitted with extensive caries of the tarsal bones, and it having been found that nothing short of the removal of the whole foot would be of any service, an operation was performed at the ankle-joint, and the patient Bpeedily recovered.
R. M'G., aged 24, was admitted with strumous disease of the ankle-joint. The foot was removed at the joint, and he soon recovered, and was dismissed when the wound was nearly healed. This patient has been readmitted, on account of a small opening communicating with a portion of dead bone. He is in excellent health, and the inconvenience arising from the sinus will soon be removed. personal obligations some years ago to our friend, when on a visit to these respective capitals. When in our Royal Infirmary, he also made a series of observations regarding the quantity of carbonic acid which is expired from the lungs under certain circumstances, more especially in reference to the amount given off when the skin is rendered unable for the discharge of its functions by the existence of small-pox and similar diseases. These observations, likewise, have been favourably received throughout the world of medicine. Subsequently, he became one of the physicians in that Institution in which, at a very eai'ly age, he had laid the foundation of those well-merited honours which his medical brethren in all countries had done themselves honour in conferring. To the higher duties of physician to our Infirmary, he brought, in his maturer years, the same patient observation, the same ceaseless industry and zeal which had characterised him in his younger days, when he acted as superintendent and apothecary. Dr. Macgregor had also an extensive private practice, and seldom failed to become the personal friend, as well as the professional adviser, of those who required his aid.
It would be unpardonable to close this brief memorial of our late able and excellent townsman, without referring to bis unwearied and invaluable services, rendered in every possible shape, to the poor Highlanders. There was not, we believe, a society in this city connected with the Highlands, of which he was not an active and zealous member.
Under a retiring and unobtrusive disposition, he concealed a heart that never failed to respond to any appeal uttered by a Celtic tongue, and among the many who will feel his loss, his Highland countrymen, always deep and earnest in their attachments, will, perhaps, next to his actual relations, chiefly mourn his early decease, and cherish his amiable memory.
For a considerable time past, the health of Dr. Macgregor had been fatally
shaken.
An attack of inflamation of the lungs, caught, we understand, from emerging on a cold night from the heated wards of the Infirmary, caused his life, about two years ago, to be despaired of; and although he afterwards rallied so far as to resume his professional labours, the seeds of disease were irrecoverably
